Historic,  Archive  Document 


Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices 


APPJL  17,  1943  HO.  ^ 


 '  PHODUCTIOH  PHQSPSGTS  

The  first  vdre  BSCOIINAISSANGE  BEPORT  has  heen  received  iron  state  AAA 
offices  and  is  ta-hulated.    Per  some  critical  croT)S,  the  report  sho^^^s 

assuring  change.    BUT  STILL  LAG  BSHIHD  GOALS  III  LEY  3DI3LE 

5EA1\S,  PE.AI7JTS,  AIJD  SUGAR  BESTS. 

We  are  reaching  only  75  percent,  of  the  goal  for  dry  "beans.    This  is  an 
increase  of  1  percent  over  the  March  1  intentions  report.    The  peanut 
report  sho\\'s  a  hoost  from  78  percent  of  the  goal  as  indicated  March  1 
to  87  percent.'    Sugar  "beets,  however,  sho.w  a  DROP  from  70  percent  of 
the  goal  in  the  BAB  report  to  65  percent. 

THE  M>IELLA.T1  JOB  IS  TO  IITTSITSIPY  TEE  lUPO  DRIVE  TO  REACH  AITI)  EXCEED 
GOALS,  GIVIITG  SPECIAL  ATTEmCIT  TO  TEE  THREE  LAGGIITG  CROPS. 

One  field  report  shows  Michigan  has  opened  an  intensive  administrative 
and  informational  drive  toward  its  dry  "bea.n  goal.    The  campaign  has  t\\ro 
key  words  — •  IITTEHSIPY  and  LOCALIZE.    IITTSHSIPY  YOUR  DPJVE.  LOCALIZE 
ETPORTS  WSSRE  MORE  ACREAGE  CAl\r  BE  ,03TAIE3D. 

Next  report  from  the  states  v.'ill  "be  wired  April  20,    Soon  as  the  report 
is  taoulated,  the  first  CROP  COMMUITIQ^US  from  Washington  will  tell  how 
near  we  are  to  our  objectives  —  where  we  must  go       where  the  joh  can 
"be  done        some  hints  to  help. 


.Raincheck  on  Meat  Ceilings;    For  the  time  "being,  "better  hold  up  references  to 
cents-per-pound  retail  price  ceilings  on  "beef,  veal,  lamb,  mutton.  Scheduled 
to  take  effect.  April  15,  the  ceilings  were  suspended  until  May  17  by  OPA  to 
permit  full  re-examination  to  make  sure  they  accord  vath  the  President's 
ho Id- t he-line  order.    Meantime,  existing  ceilings  continue,  including  the 
earlier  cents-per-pound  pork  ceilings. 

Com  Off  the  Escalator;    To  encourage  immediate  movement  of  com  to  feedlots 
and  processors,  OPA  has  abandoned  its  "escalator"  seasonal  pricing 
system  and  put  into  effect  the  September  15  ceiling  —  5  cents  per  bushel 
higher  than  present  maximums  —  for  the  remainder  of  the  crop  year.  (Fo 
increase  in  corn  prices  will  be  permitted  on  East  or  West  coasts.)  Point 
to  get  across  to  those  now  holding  corn  is  tha.t  there  vail  be  no  further 
increase  in  com  price  ceilings  during  the  1943  market  season. 


TK3  naiq:  is  »u.s.  crop  COBPS' 


U.S.  Crop  Corps  is  the.  name  to  use  to  identify  all  v/orkers  recruited  for  \TOTk. 
on  farms  or  in  food  processing  plants,    U.S.  Crop  Corps  farm  workers  include 
all  recruits  in  adcLition  to  the  farm  fanily  unit ...  .men,  vromen,  youth, full- 
time,  seasonal,  or  emergency, ...  skilled,   semi-skilled,  or  untrained  volunteers,',, 
domestic  or  imported, ... acout  3  l/ 2  million  in.  all. 

Victory  Parm  Volunteers  is  the  Crop  Corps  youth  "branch.    Women' s  Land  Army  is 
the  "branch  to  enlist  v;c^mcn  who  agree  to  work  continuously  for  a  mont^i  or  more, 
are  18  years  old  and  are  physically  fit  for  hard  farm  v/ork.    Other  workers 
(men,  women  who  work  part  time  for  less  than  a  month)  are  simply  U.S,  Crop 
Corps  v/orkers. 

Spearheading  local  info  campaigns  will  he  the  county  agent,  cooperating  with 
local  volunteer  puhlicity  committees  representing  civic  organisations,  puolic 
info  media,  other  interested  groups.     State  info  vn.ll  "be  led  "by  state  Extension 
editors  vdth  cooperation  of  other  agencies  and  groups.    Because  info  must  fit 
local  req_uirement 3,  national  info  v'ill  merely  ready  people  for  the  call  when, 
where,  e^id  if  it  is  made  locally. 

 wo'oiT-s        AjR!-y  i::fo  cautiohs  

Women*  s  Lsiid  Array  (See  USrA  Press  Relerse:  2079-43,)  will  oe  an  appealing 
su"bject  for  newspapers,  m.agazines,  nev/sre els,  .radio,  etc.,  particularly- 
those  catering  to  women.    In  all  info  o-n  the  .suhject,  watch  these  points: 

—  Linli  WLAi  v/ith        S,  Crop  Corps  in  all  materials. 

—  Avoid  impression  T>'LA  is  considered  the' full  ansvrer  to  the  fairm  laoor 
proolem  "by  indicating  it  is  pa^rt  of '  a  much  "broader  program, 

— Poirt  out  far.!  vrork  is  long,  hard  work,., "but  war  work, 

—  Say  ^vLA  will  'be  organized  locally  if  farmers  need  it, 

— Stress  vol-ume  of  local  enrollments  de-oends  on  local  need, 

—Urge  v.romen  to  vait  for  local  calls  from  county  agent,"  U,  S.,  Employment 

Ser'.'-icc  or,  possi"bly,  another  local  cooperating  group. 


La'bor  Legislative  P.eDort;    Senate-Kouse  conferees  on  the  farm  la"bor  appropria- 
tion hill  reccm.ended  the  House  figure  of  $26,100,000  for  1943,    The  Senate 
version  called  for  $40,000,000, 

Measure  now  directs  the  V^ar  Pood  Administrator  to  apportion  not  less  than 
$9,000.|000  and  not  m.ore  than  $15,050,000  among  states  according  to  need  for 
use  "by  E-tension  services  under  WA  supervision.    Up  to  $13,050,000  may  "be 
spent  hy  ViPA,    Facilities,   services  and  personnel  of  USDa  agencies  may  he 
used,  plus  those  of  other  puolic  and  private  groups  and  individuals. 

Consent  of  county  agents  required  to  move  farm  workers  outside  home  counties. 
Use  of  funds  to  fix  or  regulate  minimum  wages  or  housing  standards  for  farm 
workers  is  out,  a.s  well  as  regulation  of  hours  of  work,  enforcement  of 
collective  hargaining  or  union  membership.    Exception    is  made  for  foreign 
workers  to  extent  roq.uired  -oy  agreements  witli  foreign  governments. 
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Feed  for  Livestock;    USM  Press  Release  2095-43  surveyed  the  livestock,  meat 
and  grain  situation  with  an  eye  to  inter-relationships  between  feed  supplies 
and  livestock  production  in  the  1943-44  feeding  year.     ITow  in  the  ^orks  for 
W3s  is  an  Info  'Series  item  stressing  feed  for  hogs.    Main  point:     Since  spring 
pig  crop  is  expected  to  he  24  percent  over  1942  spring  pigs,  fall  pigs  should 
he  ahout  5  percent  over  1942  fall  pigs  to  give  proper  halance  hetween  feed 
supplies  and  pig  production.     That  means  a  15  percent  overall  pig  increase  over 
1942. 

 EBPOHT  TO  THE  MTION  PIT  FOOD  , 

OWI's  ''Report  on  the  U.S.  Wartime  Food  Situation,"  opening  gun  in  the 
campaign  to  keep-  the  public  informed  of  developments  affecting  the 
nation's  food  supplies,  Fas  released  on  April  15  (See  OWI  Release 
1637.) 

Predicting  "inconveniences"  for  civilians  and  forecasting  cha,nges  will 
come  in  the  food  situation,  the  report  covers  "basic  dem3,nd  and  supply 
facts,  explains  why  food  managera^ent  is  essential,  tells  what  civilians 
can  do  to  help. 

USDA  agencies  ^'ill  receive  the  report  soon,  followed  "by  a  condensed 
version  in  the  W3  Info  Series  for  county  use. 


First  Wage  Determination;     In  the  first  official  determination  of  maximum  wages 
since  the  Byrnes  farm  wage  stabilization  directive  ^3.3  issued  last  I'Tovemher  30, 
War  Pood  Administration  has  set  maximum  rates  for  ha.rvesting,  canning  and  f reez-.' - 
ing  asparagus  in  Sacramento,   Sa^n  Joa.quin,  Yolo,   Solano  and  Contra  Costa,  counties, 
California.     WPA  found  wages  for  this  work  not  "substandard."     See  USDA  Press 
Release  2124-43. 

 -FARMERS  &2T  THE  POI^TT  

Farmers-  selling  foods  rationed  under  the  meats  and  fats  program  to  re- 
tailers now  must  collect  ra^tion  points  for  the  sale,  OPA  has  announced. 
That's  in  addition  to  collecting  points  from  sales  to  consumers,  which 
they  have  been  doing  since  Inarch  29. 

Farmers  must  turn  in  stamps  collected  for  sales  during  April  before  the 
end  of  Ma.y,  together  with  a  report,  on  OPA  Form  R~1509,  the  prima.ry 
distributor's  form.     In  future  months,   stamps  and  reports  must  get  to 
local  war  price  and  ra^tion  boards  within  15  days  after  the  end  of  the 
report  month.    But  it's  longer  this  first  tim.e. 

Plans  are  being  considered  for  WBs  to  supply  the  report  forms  to  farmers, 
vrhich  would  be  more  convenient  in  most  cases  tinan  making  a  trip  to  the 
ration  board  for  them.     Info  at  the  end  of  the  month  should  explain 
reports  are  due,  tell  where  to  get  the  forms,  wha.t  data  must  be  reported, 
where  to  send  the  reports  and  collected  stamps, 

'Milk  Is  Might'  ;   Info  tips  on  promoting  more  milk  production  aboijind  in  'Milk  Is 
Might,  '  new  handbook  now  going  to  WBs.     l^hile  putting  heavy  stress  on  milking 
three  times  a  day  and  feeding  high  proteins,   the  book  a.lso  offers  background  on 
war  demands  for  milk,  goals,  price  situation  and  suggests  ad  layouts,  envelope 
fillers,  copy  angles. 
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Igitlonlng  Pr 3ssure  Cookers:    Another  importp.nt  war  Job  goes  to  state  W3s  and 
county  farm  v?>'iDn'.n^-  comEiittees  with  announcement  they  will  handle  "both 
rural  r?nd  urba  i  r^ticninj^  of  pressure  cookers.     See  WB  Memo  297  Machinery 
Bationing  Sl.snl  UoPA.  Press  Pel  ease  22  43-4-3.     As  a  "no  quota"  item,  cookers 
will  go  to  eli^iljle  applicants  -"'ho  snc^Y  they  can  get  cookers  if  a  purchD.se 
certificate  is  issued.     Individual  fai!:ilies,  neighborhood  pools  and  organi- 
zations are  fligible  to  apply.     First  info  should  be  pegged  on  appointment 
of  reccmmendec.  advisory  committees  at  £ta.te,   county  levels. 

 DISTT.3UT'I¥0  TES  GALSL^DAP.  

Take  this  issue  of  the  Pood  Information  Ca.lendar  a.s  an  example  of 
iic T  the  distribution  control  system  operates,     Eno^Jigh  copies  pre 
;;cinr  to  state  W3  chairmen  to  supr^ly  each  state  ^  member.  Info 
nen  gettin^;  it  by  direct  ms.il  are  state  Extension  editors,  A-iA. 
state  info  assista.nts,   SCS  regional  info  chiefs  and  LA."^  regional 
?.na;^,ysti3,     Joj.-  the  tim.e  being,  PSA  and  PDA  Washington  offices  are 
m-.ij.i.T]^  di.-'e':c'  to  their  field  offices. 

d'^n-e  info  -^idr-  <-'ill  c;o  only  to  i;ifo  workers.  In  such  cases,  the 
ma,t?jrials  -rill  ba  flagged  m  ohe  Calendar  for  benefit  of  admini- 
st"rative  periiOi''nel  >"^ho  may  be  inr^rost  td. 


CCC  to  Buy  '/f(^ol;     CciQ.modity  Credit  ^■■^ill  buy  for  ^A  all  unsold  wool  on  hand  on 
or  after  April  25.     G-radi^:g  and  appraisal  will  be  handled  by  PDA  on  regional 
basis.     Info  should  foilov.'  release  cf  announcem.en c  now  in  the  mill. 

USDA  Airings;     Consurisr  lima  on  April  24  (IQC,  12:15  p.m,  S^)  will  provide 
tips  on  int--ot  cont?'ol  in  Yict^'-^y  G-ardons  with  "Guard  Your  Garden."    Parm  & 
Home  Eour  is-atures  for  the  wee^:  a.r?  "T'omen' s  Land  Army"  ard  "Fighting  Garden 
Pests"  on  Monday,  April  19;   "Sugar  for  Home  Canning"  and  "Anti- Insect  Ammuni- 
tion 0.1  Tuesda^y,  April  20;   "Wom^en  Organized  for  Parm  Work"  on  77ednesday,  April 
21;   "Peeding  Da.iry  Cows"  on  Thursda.y,  April  22;   Secretary  Wickard  on  Friday, 
April  23.  • 

HOUSE  cms  i::CSI?riY3  PAYMP^S;     3Y  a  vOTS  op  121  TO  81,  THE  HOUSE  Ca  APRIL 
16  A?rHC"'.^ED  'OOUT  $100  MIILIOF  FOR  IICCEiTTIVE  PAYMEi\TS  POP  ^VAH  CHOPS.  ALTHOUGH 
'  INCEI'-.TiV:]  PA^:iv3i\^TS-  DO  HOT  APPEAR  AS  SUCH  IH  THE  MEA-SUPJl  ^HICH  PROVIDES  $300 
FOR  COi\'GEm''AIIC¥  PROGRAIiIS,  THE  HOUSE  UPHELD  THE  COLITENTION  THAT  SUCK  PAYME1\TS 
COULD  li.-j  likLE  Uin)ER  EXISTIt^G  LPGlSL.1T 1 01^'. 


